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ULSTER DOCTORS AND THE WAR
Mucii has beeni said, anid niuchi has beeni left Unsaid, about thle war effor-t of Ulster.
It is niot in an), sense within otir province to contradict the B3ritish (Government's
decision to declinie ILord Craigavon's andl Mr. Andrew's request that coniscription
should be applie(d to Northerni Ireland; but it is otir privilege to review the positioIn
as it affects the supply of doctors to the fightinig services anid with pridie to publisi
the results of these enqtuiries.
For purposes of what is called medlical recruitingr, doctors are divided into three
classes-medical consultants or specialists, general practitioners, and recent
graduates. In the first of these categories our contribution ranks as almost equal to
that of other parts of the Unite(d King(dom, when we remember that the peace-time
proportioni of specialists to general practitioners is lower here than there; this lower
ratio is almost certainly because the line of demarcation between the consultant and
the general practitioner is more definite in Northern Ireland. So manx members of
staffs of voluntary hospitals have gone, that it has onlN been possible to carr) on
the work by retaininig or bringing back from retirement senior members of staff
without such help, so generously giveni, many departments would have been even
more seriously handicapped, and the normal increase of staff required to cope with
increasing hospital work simply cannot be considered.
Amongst general practitioners the proportion serving with the forces is
considerably loxer than in England and \V ales or Scotland, but one reason for this
is that here partnerships are rare and it is diflicult for a cloctor to fincd a suitable
locum tenenis. In many cases the Northern Irelan(d 'Medical WN ar Committee has
been reluctantly compelle(d to refuse to forward the names of general practitioners
who are eager to serve, because of the impossibility of supplying the needs of the
civil population in the areas conicerned. A careful survey by the Committee has
shown that doctors who are still civilians are with very few exceptions engaged
with the Home Guard or other forms of Civil Defence.
AIt is the third group, the recent graduates, whose record is the most remarkable.
Of the men who qualified since 1938, three out of every four have volunteered for
the services. Such is their eagerness, that almost all havc enllisted immediately on
completion of the statutory six months resi(lence in hospital, and there has been
no tendency to stay out in search of. higher qualificatioins in the hope of accelerated
promotion after eventual enrolment. This admirable keenness has indeed
embarrassed honorary secretaries of staffs who find it difficult or impossible to
find candidates for "B" house-appointments.
Surely it is the duty of the British and American Medical Schools to see that
ample and international opportunities for post-graduate study will be available after
the war for those who sacrificed their professional advancement for the common
cause.
We are informed that when, as so frequently happens, one of our graciuates serves
as a houseman in England and joins H.M. Forces after six months residence there,
his name is credited to England and not to Northern Ireland on the official lists of
the Central WNTar Committee.
The four hundred names sent in by the Northern Ireland Committee do not,
therefore, by any means represent all the Ulster doctors who are with His Majesty's
Forces. Amongst them are thirty women doctors, some of. whom are already serving
with their brothers overseas in R.A.M.C. or R.A.F.
In every part of the world and on all the seven seas Queensmen are serving,
and there will be no brighter page in the history of the Medical School thani that
which they are making now.
Here may we suggest to the authorities that a volunteer doctor should be given
the privilege of serving in which he chooses of the three medical services (provided
always that he is considered fit to serve in any), and to remind them of the truth of
the old adage that "one volunteer is worth ten pressed men"?
There is a fourth group which we mention with pride and thanksgiving: these
are the medical students who have left the safe shelter of the cloisters for the camp,
anid who set out "asking a thoroughfare through the aingers of the air" bearing
the motto "per ardua ad astra." WVe hope that they will soon returnl to their studies
and that a grateful country will givc them generous grants for this purpose.
To the relatives of those wh0o have already given their lives in their endeavour
to lessen the sufferings of others we offer our sympathy.
To our colleagues who endure the unearned penance of prisoners of war we send
a message of affection and remembrance. To those who have been awarded
decorations for gallantry or mentioned in despatches to His Majesty, and, to all
those who have earned our undying gratitude, we offer congratulations and good
wishes, though indeedl thev well may say with Pericles: "we needl no Homer or
other man of words to praise us : for such give pleasure for a moment, but the
truth will put to shame their imaginings of our clee(ls."
2THE QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY OF BELFAST
FACULTY OF MEDICINE
Grada&ates andundergraduates who have been killed in action or who have died
on active service, September, 1939-April, 1943:
Corry, S. D., M.B., Captain, R.A.M.C.
Cromie, R. S., M.D., Flight-Lieutenanlt, R.A.F.
Ervin, G. H., Sub-Lieutenant, Fleet .ir Arm.
Graham, M. A., Sub-Lieutenant, Fleet A\ir Arm.
Graham-Cook, A. S., Sergeant-Pilot, R.A.F.V.R.
Marks, Hugh, L.R.C.P.S.I., Surgeon-Lieuteniant, R.N.V.R.
Miles, XV'm., MI.B., Captaiin, R.A.M.I.C.
Morrow, Martin, MI.B., Mlajor, R.A.XI.C.
MIcElney, NV. H. C. D., Sergeant-Pilot, R.A.-.F.VR.
MHacllwainie, :k. G. C ., C.S.I.E., L.R.Cg.P.S.I., Lieut.-CSoloiiel, R,A.M.C.
McWhirter, J R., M.B., Squadron-Leader, R.A.F.V.R.
Orr, NV. B. F., M.B., Major, R.A.M.C.
Reid, A. E. H., MI.B., Captain, R.A.M.C.
Stewart, H. T., MI.B., Captain, R.A.M.C.
WVilson, A. V. S. H., Pilot-Officer, R.A.FX..R.
Graduates and undergraduates who are missing or known to beprisoners ofwar
Armstrong, Brian, M.B., Captain, R.A.M.C.
Barrett, E. J. St. Clair, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.Lond., Lt.-Col., R.A.M.C,
*Brennan, XV. B. F., M.B., MIajor, R.A.M.C.
Draffin, D. A., MI.B., Captaint, R.A.MI.C.
Irwiin, J. XV. S., M.B., Captaini, R.A.M.C.
Lennon, R. XV., M.B., Captain, R.A.M.C.
*Lewis, T. J., MN.D., B.Sc., F.R.C.P., Licut.-Colonel, R.A.M.C.
Longmore, Louiis, MI.B., Captaiin, N.Z..\.M.C.
Mark, J. Allison, M.B., Captain, R.A.M.C.
Moss, J. E., Captain, R.A.M.C.
Mulligan, James, MBI.B., Captain, R.A.M.C.
Mackenizie, Kenneth, D.F.C., Flying Officer.
Pantriclge, J. F., M.B., Captaini, R.A.M.C.
SmilcN, l Thonmas, I.B., Captaiin, R1I.'.1.( .
Thomson, H. B., M.B., Captain, R.A.M.C.
Wallace, H. B. C., MI.B., Colonial MIedical Service.
*Recently repatriated.Graduates andudlergralduates who hayv been awardedDecorationsbyHisMajesty
the King or whose names have been Mentioned in Despatches to him,for services
rendered since September, 1939:
ORDER OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE.
Co inmantder:
Tyrrell, XV., D.S.O., M.C., M.B., Air-Vice-Marshal, R.A.F.
Officers:
Gilbert, Edward 1., MI.B., Captain, R.A.M.C.
MacLaine, E., M.B., Captain, R.A.M.C.
lIemtiber:
Montgomery, D. 1A. D., MB.3., Mlajor, R.A.M.C.
tIHE MILITARY CROSS.
Browne, H. J., A.B., Captain, R.A.M.C.
Lord, J. G., M.B., Major, R.A.M.C.
IHE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS.
Kirkpatrick, R. McF., AB.., Surgeon-Lieutenant, R.N .V. R.
I IIE DISTINGUISHEI) FLYING (CROSS.
MNackenizie, KIentneth, Flv-inig-Ofliccr, R.\A.FlXV.R.
I lIE \()ILNIEER ()OlFCERS 1)ECORAXIR)oN.
A-llison, R. S., M1.D)., 1E1.R.C.P., Suirgeon-Comimiiiand(ier, R.N.V.R.
Hall, R., MB.., Surgeon-Captain, R.N V.R.
Hall, H. E., 1M.D., SuLrgeoni-Coommilanider, R.N.V.R.
Ma1cLaulglhlii, F. A., M. F., F.R.C.S., Surgeoni-Comminianlder, I.N.V.R.
MENTIONED IN DISPATChIES.
Bateson, \iV. G., M.B., Major, R.A.M.C.
Browne, H. J., MI.B., Captain, R.A.M.C.
Forsythe, K., M.D., Surgeon-Commander, R.N .V. R.
Houston, John, M.B., Captain R.A.M.C.
Stanage, R. B., Major, R.A.S.C.
Stewart, G. E., M.B., Major, R.A.M.C.
Wallace, D. WV., A.B., Surgeon-Lieutenant, R.N.V.R.
Wilson, D. A. 0., M.B., Major, R.A.M.C.
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